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Empty chair

- atributeto
jailed writers

SAMELA HARRIS

SUDDENLY, an empty chair is
a potent symbol. It stands as
the presence of absence.

On Monday at the State Li-
brary, it stands for absence due
to incarceration - for Novem-
ber 15 will be the 50th anniver-
sary of the Day of the Im-
prisoned Writer. -

It is a day on which writers
here will pay respects to their
muted peers and send mess-
ages of support, sympathy and
solidarity on postcards.

This event, hosted by the
director of the State Library,
Alan Smith, is aligned to the
organisation PEN - Poets, Es-
sayists and Novelists.

It intends to wield the power
of the pen in drawing attention
to persecuted and imprisoned
writers, be they novelists, jour-
nalists, essayists, poets or blog-
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gers. Writers, they point out,
are those who “give voice to
the voiceless”, speaking up
for those who cannot speak
for themselves.

As an international or-

ganisation, PEN has be-
come involved in advocacy
work, which in 2008 alone
helped in the release 6f 94
writers from prisons
around the world.
B To emphasise its message
. in Adelaide, The Empty
Chair has been provided by
- the Jam Factory.

It is a chair designed for
writing by Dr Linda Marie
. Walker and Andrew
\ Bartlett, made by Bartlett

from hoop pin¢
Burl Veneer.

The imprisoned, detained,
threatened or killed writers are
represented by image and pro-
file on the State Library’s
Treasures Wall.

Among them is Tan Zuoren,
who is in Ya’an Prison, China,
for “inciting subversion of
state power” in an essay titled
1989: Witnessing the Final
Beauty - An Eyewitness Diary
in the Square which went
online in 2007.

Nurmuhemmet Yasin is an
award-winning Uighur writer
whose story Wild Pigeon in
2004 was accused of “inciting
Uighur separatism”.
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50TH
ANNIVERSARY: The
chairdesigned by Dr
Linda Marie Walker
and Andrew Bartlett.

Yasin, PEN reports, had no
lawyer and may have no visi-
tors through his 10-year sen-
tence in China.

Lui Xiaobo is the Chinese
writer awarded the Nobel
peace prize.

He is in jail for 11 years for
calling for political reforms.

‘Tashi Rabten, Tibetan author
and editor, has been held with-
out charge for over a year -
now PEN fears for his safety.

Guests at the Library’s PEN
event will be invited to choose
a writer and put a message on
a postcard to be sent to that
person. Throughout the week,
members of the public may do
the same thing.
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