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24 February 2010 

Mr Allaster Cox

Ambassador

HANOI

Locked Bag 40

Kingston ACT 2604

Fax +84 4 3831 7711

Dear Ambssador,

I understand that you already share Sydney PEN’s grave concerns for imprisoned writer and activist, Father Nguyen Van Ly. As you know, since his he was returned to K1 camp after his stay in hospital in Hanoi, Fr Ly has deteriorated markedly, both physically and psychologically.

Fr Ly was co-editor of the underground online magazine Tu do Ngôn luan (Free Speech), and was arrested on 19 February 2007 and sentenced to eight years in prison on 30 March 2007 for ‘Conducting propaganda against the State’. Nguyen Van Ly is a leading member of the pro-democracy movement "Bloc 8406". He was previously detained from 1977-1978, and again from 1983-1992 for his activism in support of freedom of expression and religion. He was sentenced again in October 2001 to 15 years in prison for his online publication of an essay on human rights violations in Vietnam, and was a main case of International PEN. He was released under amnesty in February 2005.

Ambassador, please join with International PEN members in calling for Fr Ly’s immediate and unconditional release.

Many thanks,

Yours sincerely,
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