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Draft release: The Painted Chairs

April 10 2010

A unique exhibition featuring original artworks on chairs will be one of the highlights of this year’s Sydney Writers’ Festival.
A group of Sydney’s top artists have painted chairs of their choosing in a bid to recognise the plight of detained writers.
The exhibition, called The Painted Chairs, has been organized by Sydney PEN and is a twist on the organisation’s year-round Empty Chair campaign, which draws attention to cases of imprisoned writers in the region.  The chairs will be exhibited alongside a soundscape featuring the words of five currently imprisoned Chinese writers.

Sydney PEN President, Bonny Cassidy said The Painted Chairs is a showcase of free expression by Australian artists supporting PEN’s mission.
“It is an imaginative way of highlighting our freedom to express ourselves creatively, and a reminder of the writers and readers in countries like China, Myanmar and Vietnam who are punished for, or prevented from free expression. 

Featured artists include: Ken Done, Michael Fitzjames, Cressida Campbell, Elisabeth Cummings, Nicholas Harding, Jasper Knight, Reg Mombassa, Matthew Martin, Silke Raetze, Ann Thomson, John Shakespeare, Garry Shead, Gria Shead and Delma Montesin-McCausland.

The original artworks will be exhibited from May 20 – 23 in the SWF Café/Club at Pier 2/3, Walsh Bay.  From May 24 the chairs will be exhibited at the Ken Done Gallery, 1 Hickson Road, The Rocks, where they will be publically auctioned on June 3. 

Funds raised will directly support Sydney PEN's regional translators' exchange program, promotion of Indigenous literacy and advocacy for imprisoned writers in 2010-2011.

For further information:

Dr Bonny Cassidy
0417 252 004
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