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THESE CHAIRS ARE MADE FOR TALKING

A unique exhibition featuring original artworks on chairs will be one of the highlights of this year’s Sydney Writers’ Festival.
A range of leading Australian artists have painted chairs of their choosing in a bid to recognise the plight of detained writers.
The exhibition, called The Painted Chairs, has been organized by Sydney PEN and is a creative twist on the organisation’s year-round Empty Chair campaign, which draws attention to cases of imprisoned writers in the region.  The chairs will be exhibited with a soundscape featuring the words of five currently imprisoned Chinese writers.

Featured artists include: Ken Done, Michael Fitzjames, Cressida Campbell, Elisabeth Cummings, Nicholas Harding, Ann Thomson, Jasper Knight, Reg Mombassa, Matthew Martin, Bruce Petty, John Shakespeare, Garry Shead, Gria Shead, Silke Raetze and Delma Montesin-McCausland.

Sydney PEN President, Bonny Cassidy, said: “The Painted Chairs is a showcase of free expression by Australian artists supporting PEN’s mission.
“It is an imaginative way of highlighting our freedom to express ourselves creatively, and a reminder of the writers and readers in countries like China, Burma and Vietnam who are punished for, or prevented from, free expression.” 

The original artworks will be exhibited from May 20 – 23 in the SWF Café/Club at Heritage Pier 2/3, Walsh Bay.  From May 24 the chairs will be on display at the Ken Done Gallery, 1 Hickson Road, The Rocks, where they will be publically auctioned on June 3. Funds raised will directly support Sydney PEN's regional translators' exchange program, promotion of Indigenous voices, and advocacy for imprisoned writers in 2010-2011.
For further information:

Dr Bonny Cassidy, Sydney PEN
0417 252 004
The Painted Chairs – Artist Profiles

Ken Done AM is one of Australia’s most recognized living artists, both nationally and internationally.  A major retrospective of his work was held in 1994 at Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum, and his work has been shown in Paris, London, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

Reg Mombassa exhibits regularly under his real name of Chris O’Doherty.  Since 1986 he has designed Mambo Graphic’s poster and t-shirt range, becoming a household name around the country and beyond.  O’Doherty’s work featured in a retrospective at SH Ervin Gallery in 2007.

Cressida Campbell’s painting and woodblock prints are held in public collections from the British Museum, London, to the National Gallery of Australia.  In 2009, “TIMELESS: The Art of Cressida Campbell” provided a retrospective of her work to Sydney and Brisbane audiences.  

Nicholas Harding has won the Archibald and Dobell Prizes, Mosman Art Prize and the Centenary Medal.  Harding’s painting was surveyed at SH Ervin Gallery in early 2010, and his new work is currently showing at Rex Irwin Gallery, Sydney.

Ann Thomson has been exhibiting her work in solo shows in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane since the mid-1960s.  A survey show of her painting and sculpture was curated in 1980, and in 1992 she created the centerpiece for the Australian Pavilion of the World Expo in Saville, Spain.  

Bruce Petty is one of Australia's most celebrated cartoonists, recognized for his work in newspapers such as The Australian and The Age.  Petty won an Oscar in 1976 for his animated film, Leisure, and in 2007 won the AFI Best Documentary Director.

Elisabeth Cummings is one of Australia’s foremost contemporary landscape painters.  She taught at the National Art School, Sydney, from 1969-2001, winning the Fleurieu and Mosman Art Prizes, and the Portia Geach Prize.  

John Shakespeare is well known and loved as a cartoonist for The Sydney Morning Herald, and in 1995 he won a Walkley Award for best illustration.  Shakespeare has also illustrated for the Courier-Mail and Sun-Herald.

Garry Shead’s paintings and prints are represented in the National Gallery of Australia, all state galleries and many regional, international and corporate collections.  He won the Archibald Prize in 1993 and the Dobell Prize in 2004. 

Jasper Knight won the 2008 Mosman Art Prize, having shown in numerous group and solo exhibitions around Sydney, and in Beijing and London, since 2002.  Knight has been a finalist in the Archibald and Wynne Prizes and his painting is held in government and corporate collections.  

Michael Fitzjames has worked as a graphic artist for the National Times, The Sydney Morning Herald and the Times on Sunday, and is currently with the Australian Financial Review. Since 1996 he has exhibited his painting in regular solo and group shows at the Australian Galleries in Sydney and Melbourne.  

Matthew Martin has worked as an illustrator for The Sydney Morning Herald and The Times, and as a designer for Mambo.  He lived in New York for many years where he illustrated for The New York Times, Rolling Stone, TIME Magazine (USA) and the Village Voice.

Gria Shead lives and works in Hill End, New South Wales, recently showing her work in solo exhibitions, “A Home Among the Goldfields” at The Mint, Sydney, and  “See That Woman” at Tim Olsen Annex Gallery.  She has exhibited in Melbourne and Sydney since 1994.

Delma Montesin-McCausland works with painting and pastel, as well as ceramics, sculpture and printmaking from her base in Bundeena, southern Sydney, where her Bayyou Gallery is part of The Art Trail program.  

Silke Raetze is an emerging Sydney artist whose practice crosses painting, paper sculpture and needlepoint.  She has held three solo exhibitions at Michael Reid Gallery, and has featured in several group shows around Sydney since 2002. 
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