TESTIMONY NUMBER 4 (official version)

of Prisoner of Conscience – Father Nguyen Van Ly
and other Prisoners of Conscience
--------

32 CORPORAL PUNISHMENTS & TECHNIQUES CONTINUOUSLY EMPLOYED BY CADRES OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF VIETNAM TO TOTURE DETAINEES HELD IN CUSTODY IN REMAND PRISON, DETENTION CENTRES AND PRISON CAMPS IN PRESENT-DAY VIETNAM – 2010

-------

Third supplementation: 18 June 2010, Vietnam.
- The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 16 December 1966, to which Vietnam became a signatory on 24 September 1982, regulates:

Article 7: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.

- The present Code of Criminal Procedure (2003) of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam effectually rules:
Article 6: … The arrest and detention of suspects must be in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
Prohibit all forms of coercion and corporal punishment.

Article 7: Citizens have the right to legal protection of life, health, honour, dignity and property. All acts infringing upon the life, health, honour, dignity and property of citizens shall be dealt with in accordance with the law …

Article 8: No one shall be permitted to violate the residence or safe and confidential correspondence through letters, telephone conversations and email exchanges of citizens …

Article 9: No one shall be regarded as guilty or subjected to punishment before the sentence of a Court takes legal effect.

In reality however, many (in some instances, almost all) cadres of the massive, repressive Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) have acted conversely, without the faintest fear of being prosecuted by any government institution or shyness from public opinion. Why and how then are these CPV cadres continuing to blatantly and severely violate the aforementioned laws? 

A. Regarding Article 8 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CCP): Violation on the part of CPV cadres is so blatantly obvious that there is no need for further, cumbersome words. Only minors and the insane are figuratively blind and have no knowledge of the situation.

B. In relation to Articles 7 and 9 of the CCP: 1. Prior to conducting an arrest: When CPV authorities proceed to make an arrest, the suspect is implicitly predetermined as guilty, therefore the ill-treatment of that person is at the mercy of cadres, at times, ridiculously conspicuous.

* Treatment of prisoners of conscience, political prisoners, religious prisoners, generally referred to as Prisoners of Conscience (POC), especially those who have certain influence in the arena of public opinion: many months and up to a year leading into the POC’s appearance before some counterfeit forms of the court, the colossal propaganda and political indoctrination of the CPV (including the press, radio and television) is bound to concentrate its full effort on conducting campaigns to smear, charge thoughtlessly, distort the truth and publicly predetermine sentences. For example: from December 2000 to 18 May 2001, loudspeakers at Thuy Bieu commune, city of Hue, were utilized to continuously abuse me [Catholic priest Nguyen Van Ly], 5 defamatory announcements were made each morning and evening, with the target audience being all Catholics of Nguyet Bieu and Thuy Bieu residents; at Phu An commune, Phu Vang district, Thua Thien province, city of Hue, loudspeakers were placed to directly face the Church of An Truyen during prayer times, 9 announcements were publicized both in the morning and evening (throughout the period of 15 February to 18 May 2001); likewise, at Phong Xuan commune, Phong Dien district, Thua Thien province, city of Hue, 7 announcements were proclaimed on louadspeakers equally in the morning and evening (between 25 February and 30 March 2007) to insult me, audible to the entire Christian community of Ben Cui and inhabitants of Phong Xuan commune …

* Dealing with ordinary citizens: cadres have the power to bash, loudly abuse, threaten and implement administrative punishment. Not to mention that since early 2010, many citizens are brutally beaten and even killed (on 25 May 2010 at Nghi Son, Tinh Hai commune, Tinh Gia district, Thanh Hoa province, cadres fired shots straight at the gathered crowd of civilians, causing 2 fatalities on the spot) …
2. Post arrest: During escorted trips and in remand prison at commune, ward and district level: depending on the local custom and mood of officers in charge, cadres have the power to fully exploit corporal punishment, extort deposition and torture detainees as described below.

C. Apropos of Article 7 of the ICCPR (1966) as well as Articles 6 and 7 of the CCP:  Post arrest stage: In remand prison, detention centres and prison camps (disguised under the title of re-education camps): According to eyewitness accounts provided by prisoners of whom I have had the opportunity to live alongside, met or heard verbal reports from during the various times I was imprisoned in 1977 (1 camp: Thua Phu, Hue), 1983-1992 (3 camps: Thua Phu, Hue; Thanh Cam, Thanh Hoa; Nam Ha, Ha Nam), 2001-2005 (2 camps: Thua Phu, Hue; Nam Ha, Ha Nam) and 2007-2010 (2 camps: Thua Phu, Hue; Nam Ha, Ha Nam), and factual accounts presented by female prisoners recently detained at Hoa Lo, Ha Noi; K3-K5, Camp 5, Yen Dinh, Thanh Hoa (2000 -2010), especially the testimonies of the following POCs:
1. Lawyer and POC Le Thi Cong Nhan was detained at Camp 1 by security police of the city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi (between 6 March 2007 and 27 January 2008) and afterwards transferred to prison camp K4, Camp 5, Yen Dinh, Thanh Hoa (from 27 January 2008 to 6 March 2010).
2. POC Le Thi Kim Thu, was detained at Camp 1 by security police of the city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi (between 14 August 2008 and 3 March 2009) and later relocated to prison camp K3, Ninh Khanh, Hoa Lu district, Ninh Binh province (from 3 March 2009 to 14 November 2009).
3. POC Ho Thi Bich Khuong was detained for the first time at Camp 1 by security police of the city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi (between 11 May 2005 and 11 November 2005), again detained at detention centre Nghi Kim, Nghi Loc, Nghe An (throughout the period of 26 April 2007 to 12 September 2008) and subsequently imprisoned at prison camp K2, Camp 6, Thanh Chuong, Nghe An (from 12 September 2008 to 26 April 2009).
4. POC Nguyen Huu Phu, 56 years of age, was detained at Bang Lang, An Giang (from 27 December 1999 to January 2000; May to 18 November 2000), then reassigned to prison cell 19, B34 Ministry of Public Security, District 1, Saigon (between January and May 2000) and prison camp K3, Z30A, Xuan Truong, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai (throughout the period of 18 November 2000 to 13 August 2009), followed by prison cell 4, camp K2, Z30A, Xuan Truong, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai (from 13 August 2009 to 27 December 2009).
5. POC Nguyen Ngoc Quang, 50 years of age, was detained in Zone C, prison camp B34 Ministry of Public Security, Nguyen Van Cu Road, Nguyen Cu Trinh ward, District 1, Saigon (from 3 September 2006 to 7 October 2008), then imprisoned in cell 3, prison camp K2, Z30A, Xuan Truong, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai (between 7 October 2008 and 3 September 2009).
These 5 POCs are well known but most of all, willing to testify in relation to torture techniques depicted below, cooperate with any investigative unit of the United Nations and international agencies which are interested in human right issues in present-day Vietnam.

Currently, when cadres accept a case, upon successful investigation and confiscation of an asset (obtained through bribery, embezzlement, smuggling, selling narcotics …), they are entitled to receive a bonus of between 40 and 60% (for instance, out of 1 billion Viet Nam Dong, approximately 400 to 600 million VND shall be awarded). Therefore, cadres are more than willing to torture detainees in order to achieve such goals.

@@@ Features of corporal punishment – torture techniques characteristic of the CPV:
* The following torture techniques and implementation of corporal punishment are utilized purely to extort deposition and maltreat detainees. “Made in Vietnam, full of innovation, yet not easily matched by tyrannies of other nations” is the main feature, whereby torture and corporal punishment are common occurrences in offices and at work stations, convenient because the utilization of classic torture instruments which are ludicrous, backward and conspicuous is no longer deemed necessary. “The office” only needs to be slightly hidden from sight, secluded and somewhat away from the prying eyes of other victims in order for it to be fully functional. Tools used for corporal punishment and torture are not just brutal in nature but modern, elegant, extremely difficult to detect and most of all, readily available: sunlight, pen, ruler, T-square, desk, chair, floor, ceiling, window, hands, gloves, sandals, leather shoes, key, bunch of keys, padlock, iron nail, handcuffs, electric prod, baton … even the long hair of the torturer proves effective as a mechanism.

* The torture instruments listed above have been studied and selected based on many years of experience by the CPV, often leaving visible wounds for only a short period of time, approximately 3 to 6 months. Such injuries may self-heal or implicitly lead to internal lesion or even death to which the CPV forensic team will carelessly assign some nonsensical cause. As a precaution against possible complaints in the future, cadres may rest assured that these wounds will rarely leave long-term, external scars. Even the dirty tactic of deliberately infecting detainees with HIV-AIDS through the forced uasage of second-hand razors is not spared, resulting in definite fatality.

* Moreover, the corporal punishments currently in use are freaky and bestial in nature, haunted by erotic desires and obsessively wild, unusually malevolent, to an unbelievable extreme but completely true, as fully described below.

1/- Corporal punishment, torture, punishment & unreasonable prohibitions imposed upon both male and female prisoners: Applied particularly to female prisoners because male prisoners tend to have higher resistance, they dare to “oppose” strongly and are fearless of death in the attempt to fiercely fight back:
1/1. Prohibition of Religious Preaching: Prison regulation number 11/15 currently “Prohibits the Preaching of Religion”. I constantly objected this rule throughout the period of February 2001 to March 2010 and have 27 times publicly declared in writing: “As long as the 4 words “Prohibition of Religious Preaching” exists as a CPV prison regulation, I am willing to remain in jail till the day I die”. Many cadres also believe that these 4 words are ridiculous and only harm the reputation of the CPV. However, due to callousness, the official authority of the CPV tyranny has stubbornly refused to change.
1/2. Compulsory addressing of cadres as Master: the official self-appellation for prisoners is “your servant”, although the “Master” is only 19 to 20 years old whilst the “servant” is already well over 70 or 75, some even 80! (In other words, CPV cadres are exceptionally arrogant and contradict the Vietnamese custom of showing respect towards elderly people!)

1/3. Forced labour, a form of corporal punishment: forced to carry human faeces and animal manure such as that of buffaloes, cows, goats … carrying extremely heavy objects is an absurd order; the main objective is to abuse, insult and break the will power of prisoners.
1/4. Violent group beating: a group of cadres, both male and female, with sturdy leather shoes and baton in hand, take turns at beating, punching and kicking a prisoner like a soccer ball. The group beating only ceases when the cadres become bored, the victim is forced to kneel and beg “Masters, please forgive your servant, your servant will … learn from this experience” or till when the prisoner actually loses consciouness.

1/5. Forced to kneel, then beat, punch and kick: with batons, sandals, leather shoes … in the face, chest, perineum … until the victim “modestly” supplicates or loses consciousness. By then, the prisoner has already received many bruises all over the body, especially around the perineal area.

1/6. Forced to lie prone or on the back, then trample: on the chest, abdomen, shoulders, back … until the victim vomits blood or loses consciousness.

1/7. Handcuffed and hung from the window for many hours on end: until the detainee agrees to sign the interrogation report with a “guilty plea”.
1/8. Handcuffed behind the back and hung backwards from the ceiling: 2 hung arms are fully extended and the 2 shoulder joints rotate to exactly 180 degrees, until the victim yields.

1/9. Using a baton to strike the victim’s mouth, teeth, jaw, face …: sowing fear and terror, forcing the detainee to sign the interrogation report with a “guilty plea”.
1/10. Pounding fingertips with a padlock, key and baton: the victim is forced to place both hands on the desk, with outstretched thumbs and fingers, the cadre will then repeatedly pound all 10 fingertips; not allowing the victim to withdraw any thumb or finger, otherwise, the intensity and frequency of the pounding will increase, until such time the detainee relinquishes and admits to a “guilty plea”.
1/11. Using a ruler or T-square to bash the upper area of the head, similar to beating a drum: from the ear upwards, creating intense pain and tinnitus – injuring the brain, causing blood to ooze from the nostrils and ears, numbing hands and feet … to the point of unconsciousness.
1/12. Lying under the scorching sun: Forced to lie under the scorching sun around midday for a period of between 2 and 4 hours, even amidst illness, until such time the victim loses unconsciousness or agrees to sign the interrogation report with a “guilty plea”.
1/13. Incarcerated in a special disciplinary chamber and solitary confinement: When a prisoner “violates any prison regulation”, reveals corporal punishment or torture techniques, protests or acts against cadres due to injustice or ridiculous prohibitions … shackles shall immediately be applied around the ankles, at times stripped of all clothing including underwear, for a period of 7 to 14 days and nights, solitary confinement increased from between 3 and 36 months, if deemed necessary. Sometimes detainees are so brutally beaten, in sync with corporal punishments, that their willpower to resist is paralyzed (particularly true of female prisoners) and dare not recount the terrifying ordeal.
As for POCs, when cadres discover these Warriors for Peace explaining or distributing documents entailing Justice, Democracy and Freedom to prisoners or other cadres, they shall be shackled at the ankles for a period of between 7 and 14 nights, prohibited from meeting relatives, forbidden from receiving supplies up to 6 months, afterwards may by held in solitary confinement from 12 to 36 months or even until completion of the imprisonment term (such as in the case of POC Nguyen Xuan Nghia since early June 2010 at prison camp K1, Nam Ha, Ba Sao, Kim Bang, Ha Nam).

2/- Corporal punishments, torture & other punishments reserved for male prisoners:
2/14. Inserting electric prods into the penis: Due to fear of losing face, male prisoners are often too embarrassed to give an account of the torment.

2/15. Whipping the penis: Causing shame by hitting the penis with a whip, in particular, forcing the victim to place his penis on the window-frame then bashing it with a baton so blood sprays ferociously everywhere or semen comes pouring out, resulting in impotence.
2/16. Confining in a dark chamber without sunlight for a few days and up to 1 or 2 years: In Zone C, prison camp B34 Ministry of Public Security, Nguyen Van Cu Road, Nguyen Cu Trinh ward, District 1, Saigon, a type of confinement chamber exists which is 2 metres high, 1.5 metres wide and 2 metres in length, included inside are a toilet pedestal and water tank. A rectangular hole with iron bars, 20 by 27 centimetres, serves both as a vent and trap-door where food and water are delivered from outside. Throughout the 1 to 2 years, the prisoner never has a glimpse of sunlight. Such a situation causes great despair and extreme consternation, the detainee therefore very easily relinquishes and succumbs. This prison camp has at least 4 “concrete boxes” of the type described. POC Nguyen Ngoc Quang managed to survive at this prison camp in Zone C, B34 Ministry of Public Security for over 2 years living in a “concrete box” as such. From 18 May 1983, I also lived in a similar, very warm and airtight “concrete box” at a detention centre in Thua Thien province, city of Hue, alongside another detention centre of Hue. However, after 4 months, my health deteriorated to the point of exhaustion so I was transferred to another prison cell.
2/17. Killing by forcing political prisoners to shave facial and head hair using second-hand razors, deliberately collected from the isolated zone of HIV-AIDS infected inmates: At prison camp K2, Z30A, Xuan Truong, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai, public security police (PSP) Captain Nguyen Trung Co aged 48, Captain Hai (security) aged 42, Captain Nguyen Anh Dung (education) aged 36, deliberately collected second-hand razors from the isolated zone of HIV-AIDS infected inmates and forced political prisoners to shave facial and head hair using these, with the intention to infect through HIV-AIDS and kill. At prison camp K2, from 2000 to 2010, out of the 13 political prisoners who have died, it is for certain that at least 4 political prisoners have been killed using this dirty tactic. Right now at prison camp K2, Z30A,  political prisoner Do Van Thai aged 55, sentenced to 20 years imprisonment, having served 12 with 8 remaining, suffers from the final stage of AIDS, caused by the shaving of facial and head hair “made in Vietnam” style. 20 political prisoners who were and are still in prison shall willingly testify: (current prisoners): Nguyen Huu Cau aged 64, Le Van Tinh aged 64, Nguyen Tan Nam aged 62, Truong Minh Duc aged 55, Truong Van Duy aged 45 ... (past detainees of this prison camp): Nguyen Ngoc Quang aged 50, Nguyen Huu Phu aged 56 ... all are willing to testify. POCs Pham Ba Hai, Tran Quoc Hien, Bui Dang Thuy, Le Nguyen Sang, Truong Van Duy, Truong Quoc Huy ... are currently detained at this prison camp.
The pressuring blow of 2/16 was supplemented by former political prisoner Nguyen Ngoc Quang, the parish of La Nga, Dinh Quan, Dong Nai and myself on 16 June 2010. The tactic to kill of 2/17 was supplemented by 2 former political prisoners Nguyen Ngoc Quang and Nguyen Huu Phu at Nui Nhu, Thuy Chau, Huong Thuy, Thua Thien, city of Hue on 16 June 2010.

3/- Corporal punishments, torture & other punishments reserved for female prisoners:
3/18. Kneeling to suck on a baton: Female prisoners must kneel to suck on the baton (which symbolizes the penis) of a cadre, used in the beating of prisoners; tears of ultimate shame roll down their cheeks throughout the 2 to 4 hour ordeal.

3/19. Hungry but unable to eat: Prisoners on duty are coerced by cadres to gather square glutinous rice cakes (gifts from visiting relatives) and slice into 4 pieces, then throw into the rubbish bin together with women’s sanitary pads; or soak bread and rice in filthy water (full of faeces and urine) then challengingly announce: “Any of you bitches who picks up the glutinous rice cakes or rice to eat, is lower than a dog”. Out of hatred, cadres stand at one end of the floor and throw fistfuls of rice to the other, spattering all over the prison cell, landing on blankets and mats, then orders the prisoners to clean up.
3/20. Twisted handcuffing of hands: Forced to twist 1 hand (left) from behind the back and place on the shoulder (right) then handcuffed to the other hand (right) which is twisted at the shoulder (right), clasping the first hand (left), causing extreme pain. After several hours of interrogation with twisted handcuffed hands, both arms of the prisoner are paralyzed and have no other option but to hang loosely on each side; other prisoners are required to spoon-feed the victim and assist with daily activities. The 2 arms should regain normal functionality within 3 to 6 months. 
3/21. Placing the leg of a chair on the prisoner’s foot: The prisoner is made to sit and place a foot forward. The cadre puts one leg of the chair on the prisoner’s extended foot, then sits on that chair throughout the 2 to 3 hour interrogation to extort deposition from the victim. The detainee is therefore, in extreme pain and feels as if every bone in that injured foot is broken. The foot shall self-heal within 3 to 6 months.

3/22. Rolling a T-square or pen between the fingers: The cadre weaves a T-square through the 4 twisted fingers of 1 hand of the prisoner, then the cadre clusters 4 fingers of the victim with one hand and with the other, twists the T-square; leaving the victim in so much pain that it feels like the flesh is grounded and fingers are trimmed to the bone. If a T-square is not readily available, the cadre uses a pen instead, twisting the fingertips all the more tightly, which still produces the same painful effect.

3/23. Unblocking the ears: Placing the prisoner’s head on a desk, then tilting and pressing 1 ear down against the surface; the cadre repeatedly and violently slaps the other ear of the victim. This action causes the eardrums to vibrate and leads to Vestibular disorder. After the act of unblocking the ears, a specialty of Vietnam, the victim suffers from an unbearable headache and vomits but even so, still has to stagger back to the prison cell like a drunk.

3/24. Whipping with an electric prod: Stripping the victim of all clothing then whipping with an electric prod. This creates wounds which will later ooze puss and become infected, causing prolonged pain …

3/25. Stripped of all clothing, including underwear: At prison camp K3, Ninh Khanh, Hoa Lu, Ninh Binh, on the morning of 14 November 2009, cadre Dinh Thiet Hung forced me (prisoner Le Thi Kim Thu) to undergo examination in the rest room before release. A number of female cadres were already waiting, wearing protective gloves in preparation for vaginal examination. I protested by requesting for a doctor and representatives from the Board of Prison Supervision to be present as witnesses; if no prohibited object was found, I would certainly report this incident in writing. The cadre threatened: “If she does not give consent for the examination, she will not be allowed to leave!” I replied: “Not allowed to leave is fine with me, transferred from a large prison to a small prison, then from a small prison back to a large prison, there is no difference”. I returned to the prison camp. The cadre ordered the other prisoners to lock the gates to their prison zones, I walked back to my own camp. The cadre on duty made an announcement for all the other prisoners to gather at the common ground for “command practise”. I followed them to the common ground to watch the exercises for about 3 hours. Soon afterwards, Cadre Hung came over, instructing me to head outside and collect my belongings … Once I have finished collecting my personal possessions, there were 4 female cadres waiting, this time, gates to the entrance of prison zones were securely locked. The cadres forced me to strip all clothing, I stood there completely naked whilst my bra and underpants were searched. Cadre Thu Hang insisted I should proceed to the rest room and sit on the toilet seat, 50 centimetres high, in order for them to conduct the examination by putting their hands up my vagina. I refused to give consent, they therefore forced me to stand up and sit down repeatedly, so that any hidden objects in my vagina would fall out. The cadres then crouched and peered into my vagina, making sure there was no hidden objects. On my underpants, I wrote the telephone numbers of prisoners who were dear and close to me as well as the residential address of the family of a male prisoner from K2 Ninh Khanh who was beaten to death; the cadres confiscated but did not return those underpants, moreover, they failed to provide me with a replacement to wear on my journey home. The cadres called me to the administration office of the prison camp to complete final papers for my release. They handed me 750,000 NVD for transport fees. I refused to accept this amount of money and clearly wrote my reason on the report: That which I require is not 750,000 Dong but in fact, my underpants to wear on the journey home. The cadre then took my report inside, showing whom I really do not know … upon reappearance, the cadre was accompanied by a cadre supervisor who coerced me to re-write the report in a back-office. I refused to enter but instead, stood in the corridor. When the cadres finished writing the report (apparently on my behalf), they handed it over to me for my signature. I still wrote: What I need is my underpants. They became angry and told me to put aside the matter regarding the underpants. I replied: “Even if you [the cadres] write 10 reports, I will still inscribe the same request to retrieve my underpants. The cadres said: “You have already left behind too many issues at this prison camp!” Finally, they requested a female cadre named Tuyen to escort me out of the prison camp, forcing me to return to a life of “freedom”, yet without a single pair of underpants on me!!! I will forever pursue the CPV with the request that my underpants be returned. (Original account of POC Le Thi Kim Thu, together with corporal punishments 1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 1/5, 1/6, 1/7, 1/12, 1/13, 3/16, 3/17, 3/23, 3/24, 3/26).
3/26. Forced to lie prone or on the back, 2 feet pressed against affixed, sharp metal rods: until blood draws ferociously and the victim succumbs.

3/27. Using electric prods to electrically shock the 2 nipples, often associated with corporal  punishment 1/7: Cadres hang the victim from the window, stripping the upper garment and bra, inverting and pulling up the upper garment to cover the face, exposing eye-catching bare breasts, stuffing rags into the prisoner’s mouth to gag, cadres readily use electric prods to electrically shock the 2 nipples time and time again in order to torture and extort deposition.
3/28. Running electric batons close to the perineal area: Cadres strip all clothing of the victim, run electric batons just beside the thin underpants and close to the perineal area of the female prisoner, burning pubic hair and blistering the skin around the vulva.
.
3/29. Poking batons/wooden sticks into the vagina: Inflicting pain, injury, bruises, infections and extreme humiliation.
5 corporal punishments 1/8, 1/9, 3/24, 3/26, 3/29 supplemented by POC Ho Thi Bich Khuong on 16 June 2010.

3/30. Using work gloves to search the vagina of a group of prisoners: “At prison camp 1 Ministry of Public Security in the city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi this corporal punishment is used over and over again: Cadre Nguyen Thi Lan (Lan Cao), 32 years old, enters the prison cell and asks: “Anyone who has anything, take it out now. Do not make me use this glove!” The cadre summons 25 female prisoners, forcing them to strip all clothing and sit in the groove of the cement floor, face the wall, each person in turn placing both hands on the floor and take off underpants, the victims’ up-turned bottoms make it easy for the cadre to use a single work glove and roughly insert a hand up the vagina of all 25 prisoners, searching for money, notes written on pieces of paper … even female prisoners who are menstruating must remove their sanitary pads, no one is spared, the high risk of being infected with HIV-AIDS is ignored, regardless of the prisoners’ pain, crying and whimpering, not to mention the ultimate shame caused by the unique “made in Vietnam” style of corporal punishment. Cadres Nhung (Nhung Cao, aged 32) and Nguyen Thi Bich Thuy (aged 28) at Hoa Lo often utilizes or witnesses this type of corporal punishment.
3/31. Hair from the Angel of Death: The female, lieutenant-colonel of PSP Nguyen Thi Thanh, manager of the female detention centre 1, Ministry of Public Security, city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi, who is always proud of having long hair which reaches the heel; her husband is a PSP at Cong Vi ward, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi. This Angel of Death always use her long and rare hair as a tool to torture female prisoners: forcing the victim to kneel then receive thrashes to the face and neck from the tail of her hair, the neck is torn with scratches all over the face to the extent that blood oozes out …; or forcing the victim to lie prone or on the back, lifting garments to reveal flesh so that the tail of the long hair can whip the stomach area, back, shoulders, neck, face … until the terrified victim writhes in pain, caused by the tornado of hair from the Angel of Death. In 2008, Thanh retired and handed over her weird malignity to the next Angel of Death, another female, lieutenant-colonel of PSP Bui Thi Bich Hanh, who has a larger appetite for brutality.
3/32. Extremely “creative” window with metal bars: Female, lieutenant-colonel of PSP Bui Thi Bich Hanh who replaced Thi Thanh for the corporal punishment of 3/31, manager of the female detention centre 1, Ministry of Public Security, city of Ha Noi, Hoa Lo, Ha Noi, currently in office (2010), when Bich Hanh wishes to punish a female prisoner, there is no need to open the door, just call the victim to come close enough to a window with metal bars (prisoners who refuse to come when called shall receive a heavier punishment); Bich Hanh only has to stand outside, grab the victim’s hair to yank the head and face against the metal bars, pulling from side-to-side and up-and-down; the more pain the victim suffers, the more pleasurable it is for Bich Hanh; to the point that the prisoner’s head and face become swollen, flesh is scratched and torn, blood oozes out ...
(2 corporal punishments 3/31 & 3/32 POC Female Lawyer Le Thi Cong Nhan supplemented on the evening of 14 June 2010, not to mention over 10 other corporal punishments such as 1/2, 1/4, 1/5, 1/6, 1/7, 1/12, 1/13, 2/14, 3/18, 3/19, 3/20, 3/21, 3/22, 3/23, 3/27, 3/28 which Cong Nhan reported with much detail and in a lively manner in Testimony Number 4 on 8 June 2010 and supplemented for the first time on 14 June 2010).

D. Other corporal punishment and toture tactics may exist which are even more evil and brutal that I am not yet aware of. I sincerely hope all former prisoners, especially former religious and political prisoners, as well as other POCs will supplement this Testimony Number 4; presenting these injustices before the international public opinion and present-day civilization. We expose the unvarnished truth not to create hatred towards anyone, but due to responsibility must condemn and eliminate all evil, no matter its place of origin or form; simultaneously, demand justice for all members of the humankind, particularly the people of Vietnam.


Prior to release, all female detainees in related prison camps must attend a 4 day study course, whereby they are threatened and forbidden from revealing to the outside world the aforementioned corporal punishment tactics, that is, if they wish to be released and live peacefully in the community. Due to this very reason, in many years past, almost all female prisoners who were released do not dare to raise their voice as witnesses to the corporal punishments, extreme fear has almost completely paralyzed them.
Apart from the 5 POCs mentioned above, prisoner Nguyen Thi Khuong, born in 1960, residing at 35A, Ky Ba ward, city of Thai Binh, after enduring corporal punishment 1/12 (forced to lie in the scorching sun) for many hours, on numerous occasions, is currently being treated at a medical clinic, prison camp K3, Ninh Khanh, Hoa Lu, Ninh Binh, willingly testifies regarding corporal punishment 1/2.4.6.7.8.9.10.12.13; 3/18.19.20.21.22.23.24.25.26.27.28.30.

*** Why are the CPV cadres so wild, evil and cruel?


The most accurate and compact answer which contains the full meaning is: Because they possess an ultraist’s attitude and are disciples of Karl Marx, Lenin, Stalin, especially Mao Trach Dong va Ho Chi Minh !!!

*** After publicizing this Testimony Number 4, many people have asked me which corporal punishment and torture tactics have I personally been subjected to? Apart from the pressure tactic of 2/16 confining in a dark chamber without sunlight, described above, I would like to explain more:

1. Since 1977, there were 48 internal regulations of the prison camp, Rule 20 is Forbidding Making the Cross, Prayers, Offerings, Preaching of Religion … my reply to the Board of Prison Supervision at prison camp Thua Phu, city of Hue, was I could not abide by this regulation. They informed me they had no say in the making of this rule, in fact, the Ministry of Public Security were responsible, their duty was to read the regulation to prisoners, whether I abide was entirely my decision. Between 1980 and 1992, internal regulations consisted of 10 rules and 20 policies on the new cultural lifestyle, Policy 6 was Forbidding the Preaching of Religion, fortune telling … I also announced that I could not abide by this policy. From 2001 till now, Rule 11/15 of internal regulations was Forbidding the Preaching of Religion, fortune telling … not only did I declare my decision not to abide but on many occasions, went on hunger strikes in protest and made 27 public outcries in review reports of the CPV authorities.
2. On 18 May 1983, approximately 200 PSP surrounded Doc So Church, city of Hue, to arrest me. A small group of PSP stormed into the office of Doc So Parish, stripping my vestment. 1 PSP punched me in the back and right side near the ribcage, I turned and faced him, smiling: “Thought you have a new and improved tactic to use, this method is rather old, don’t you think? Even the Heroes of Luong Son Bac [108 fictional heroes of ancient China who craved for freedom and joined forces to stage an uprise against the King] have already adopted it!” Listening to my comment, a lieutenant colonel in command on that day, instantly raised a hand, ordering the PSP to stop. From then on, I often used the smile as a defense mechanism; it seemed effective in almost all similar situations.

3. Since 1983, I have always opposed and defended prisoners who were beaten or ridiculously disciplined. In 1990, together with imprisoned poet Nguyen Chi Thien, I have many times raised my concerns with Captain Duong Duc Thang, head of prison camp K1 Nam Ha, Ba Sao, Kim Bang, Ha Nam (currently Colonel, supervisor of the entire prison camp 3K of Nam Ha) that: “I sincerely request the Board of Prison Supervision (the Board) to give strict orders to prohibit cadres from beating prisoners. The Board should not be under the false impression that taking prisoners to the jungle to brutally beat them goes unnoticed. In reality, the cadres are only beating on the deteriorating reputation of the CPV and of the Board. If empty orders are given, then the Board is two-faced: prohibiting yet permitting.”

4. Each evening for over 2 years (from November 1983 to May 1986), I was forced to wear 01 ankle shackle between the hours of 16:00 and 09:00 (overnight) whilst in a disciplinary cell, prison camp K1 Thanh Cam, Cam Thuy, Thanh Hoa. My main crime was I assisted 6 “illegal” Catholic priests of the Catholic Church in archdiocese of Hanoi to retreat for a period of 01 week. The 6 other priests temporarily resided with me in one prison cell. Afterwards, they returned to the common cell and went to work with the other prisoners whilst I, the person who “assisted them to retreat”, was detained in a disciplinary cell, without proper report or announcement of the reason.

5. From 2001 to 2010, I was always in solitary confinement, in a cell only 15 square metres, in the middle of a 400 square metre landmass, with no other prisoners in sight. Whenever I receive news from reliable sources that a prisoner is beaten or oppressed, I always went on hunger strikes in protest of cadres at prison camp K1 Nam Ha, Ba Sao, Kim Bang, Ha Nam; this was for the opportunity to write words in reports to officially protest the Board of Prison Supervision and be kept on record. At times, cadres who beat prisoners were disciplined, suspended or had to apologize and compensate the injured prisoners. After returning from 19.8 Ha Noi Hospital, 11 December 2009 to 15 March 2010, due to hemiparesis of my right side, another prisoner was allowed to move into my cell in order to assist with daily activities. 

Prisoner of Conscience – Father Nguyen Van Ly

Hue, 8 June 2010
22nd anniversary of the death of Archbishop Philipphe Nguyen Kim Dien,

Was martyred on 8 June 1988 at Cho Ray Hospital, Saigon, due to drinking poison administered by CPV doctors (see "The testimony of the death of Archbishop Philipphe Nguyen Kim Dien (How was the archbishop martyred?) by Father Tadeo Nguyen Van Ly, dated 30 January 2001).
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