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Media release

July 25, 2010
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION DEAD IN FIJI
Freedom of expression in Fiji has hit an all time low since military leader, Frank Bainimarama, declared in April that all media outlets in Fiji must be 90 per cent locally owned.

The Media Industry Development Decree means the country’s largest newspaper, The Fiji Times, owned by Rupert Murdoch’s News Ltd, must close or sell immediately.

Sydney PEN has condemned the suppression of free expression in Fiji, and is urging the Australian government to continue voicing its opposition to the oppressive decree.

“PEN has joined our Foreign Minister Stephen Smith, Amnesty International and other civil society organisations and regional voices who have spoken out against the Media Decree and its impact on freedom of information and freedom of expression in Fiji,” Sydney PEN president Bonny Cassidy said. 
“PEN also supports the suspension of Fiji from the Pacific Islands Forum on the grounds it has flouted human rights in the region.”

Bainimarama’s decree cements the censorship program that has shadowed Fiji’s media since the military leadership commandeered Fiji’s constitution in April 2009.

Dr Cassidy said the Decree was aimed particularly at curbing The Fiji Times criticism of the country’s leadership and frustration of government censorship. 

“The newspaper’s editor, Netani Rika, and associate editor Sophie Foster have courageously spoken out about the constant presence and pressure of government censors in their office.

“The paper receives no government advertising and does not run government press releases without editorial intervention,” she said.  “It runs white space where government censorship has been enforced on content.”

“We condemn the Fijian government’s repeated attempts since 2008 to silence the voices of journalists in Fiji and to intervene in the Fijian people’s reception of news.” 
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The Decree states organisations publishing material deemed by the authority to be “against the public interest or order, against national interest, offends against good taste or decency, or creates communal discord” are liable to a fine of up to $279,000, and journalists to prison for up to five years, penalties widely attached to all the decree’s provisions.


As well as declaring a majority percentage of Fijian media ownership, the Decree states a media tribunal, chaired by a person qualified to be a judge, will hear complaints made to a media development authority. There will be no recourse to the courts and conventional rules of evidence will not apply. Any broadcaster or publisher must submit to the media authority’s minister in advance all material that may be deemed to “give rise to disorder” or undermine the government.
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