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Media release

26 July 2010
Multiplying Chairs

The Byron Bay Writers' Festival (August 6-8 2010), has commissioned local artists to paint chairs to display and auction during the festival.
Byron Bay is following the hugely successful Sydney PEN campaign, where 15 of the nation’s leading artists produced unique painted chairs which tell a story and provide an attractive fundraising opportunity.

The work by local artists Hillary Hermann, Christine Willcocks, Angus McDonald and Ken Johnson will be one of the highlights of the Byron Bay Writers’ Festival.
Sydney PEN President, Bonny Cassidy, said: “The Painted Chairs is a showcase of free expression by Australian artists supporting PEN’s mission and recognising the plight of detained writers.
“It is an imaginative way of highlighting our freedom to express ourselves creatively, and a reminder of the writers and readers in countries like China, Burma and Vietnam who are punished for, or prevented from, free expression.” 

The chairs will be displayed in the four main Festival marquees throughout the program, and sold by silent auction through bids registered with marquee supervisors.  

The artists are generously donating part of the proceeds of their sales to Sydney PEN.  

Three of Sydney PEN’s own Painted Chairs created for the Sydney Writers’ Festival remain for sale – the project has raised $25,000 and all proceeds are donated to Sydney PEN by the artists.  For more information contact Natasha Ferguson at 1300 364 997 or sydney@pen.org.au
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