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Media release

15 November 2010
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE IMPRISONED WRITER - IMPORTANT FOR AUSTRALIANS
Today, Sydney PEN Centre joins human rights activists and organisations around the world to celebrate November 15th, the International Day of the Imprisoned Writer.  

Sydney PEN President Dr Bonny Cassidy said the organisation will be holding activities around Australia this week, culminating in a special Sydney event this Friday, November 19th.

“A dozen state libraries, universities and other institutions around Australia are taking part in Sydney PEN’s postcard campaign for five writers currently imprisoned in regions of China,” she said.

“The public will find booths at these venues where the postcards created by Sydney PEN can be signed and dropped off.  This is a great chance for Australians to reach out to neighbouring writers and say, ‘You are not forgotten’.”

The South Australian Premier Mike Rann has written a special postcard to be posted by acclaimed author, Peter Goldsworthy.  “Writers and readers in Australia are making a peaceful gesture of solidarity”, said Dr Cassidy.

This initiative follows the Chinese government’s controversial treatment of 2010 Nobel Peace Prize winner, the currently imprisoned academic and poet Dr Liu Xiaobo.  
Sydney PEN will close its week of events with a lecture by Julian Burnside AO QC on how the freedom to write and read has changed in recent times.

Burnside will discuss whether or not the instances of threatened, detained or imprisoned writers have improved internationally over the last 50 years.
Dr Cassidy said he would focus on what these changes have to do with Australia.  “Burnside will explore what freedom of expression currently means in Australia and our region,” she said.
Burnside is a Melbourne-based barrister, human rights and refugee advocate, and author. He has spoken out against the mandatory detention of asylum seekers, and has provided legal counsel in a wide array of high-profile cases.
“He will bring his experience as a human rights advocate and of course as a writer to look at how the reality and our perception of freedom of expression have developed.”

This event will be held on November 15th at 6.00 for 6.30pm in the Dixson Room at the State Library of New South Wales.   
Burnside will join Dr Kath Gelber (UQ) and Dr Ben Saul (Sydney Law School) for a panel discussion after his address. The panel, to be chaired by Dr Christopher Michaelsen, chair of Sydney PEN’s Writers in Prison program and Research Fellow in the Faculty of Law at UNSW,  

will consider Burnside’s views alongside the thoughts of his peers in human rights and international law. 
For bookings contact (02) 9273 1770 or bookings@sl.nsw.gov.au.
Julian Burnside, Kath Gelber and Ben Saul are available to comment on their involvement.
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Participating partners are: UTS Library and University of Wollongong Library (25th October- 19th November); State Library of New South Wales, State Library of South Australia, State Library of Tasmania-Rosny LINC Branch, Customs House Library, Glebe Library, Haymarket Library, Ultimo Library, Newtown Library, Surry Hill Library, Kings Cross Library (15th- 19th November); and Stanton Library (19th November).
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