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1. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

2. WRITERS IN PRISON REPORT
3. PROPOSED SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
A full version of these reports including the 2010 Annual Accounts are available at www.pen.org.au
PRESIDENT’S REPORT by Bonny Cassidy

In the last twelve months, Sydney PEN Centre took on a set of objectives aimed at promoting awareness of threats to freedom of expression in our region, and offering ways for the public to become engaged in that cause.  In order to do so, we turned our attention to the core business of PEN: fundraising; profile raising; and membership.  

These are the fundamental ways that the organisation stays afloat and is able to reach broader audiences with its message.  Looking into 2011, the new Management Committee will have the challenge of finding ways to achieve both of those aims simultaneously.

In 2010, the current committee set out to undertake new and different methods of achieving these aims, to see what strategies could be useful in PEN’s future.  We tried to find ways of answering questions such as: how could we attract younger members, and expand our reach to more members from law, arts and media?  How could we raise funds while also raising the profile of PEN’s cause?  How could we make PEN more accessible for our current and prospective members?  How could we establish regional relationships that would expand the significance of our work and better inform us of our centre’s purpose?  

This was hard work, with many challenges, and everyone on the committee had a role to play.  This report highlights some of the outcomes of this work, which were successful and signal strategies that could be useful models in 2011.

In doing so, on behalf of Sydney PEN I would like to thank the supporters and donors who have made our 2010 public program possible.

Website

After establishing the new Sydney PEN website in early 2010, we have been working to make it a more appealing and efficient “hub” of member and supporter activity.  With web manager Inventive Labs we designed a membership module to process new and renewing memberships.  This was launched late last year, and PEN is now tweaking the module to link the site with our database, attracting new and interested supporters and making work smoother for our executive team.  Our executive officer, Natasha Ferguson, and accounts officer, Karen Johnston, have been particularly involved in this process.  The website promises to become a site of campaign engagement and participation, and of publication of new work resulting from commissions and research.

PEN Gives Voice

This event held at the Sydney Writers’ Festival in May 2010 brought a considerable audience to a central city venue, the Recital Hall, to hear local and international voices supporting PEN’s cause.  We couldn’t have asked for a better platform from which to let the wider public – specifically those interested in writing – know about what and who PEN stands for.  Speakers including Peter Carey, Yuyin Li and Frank Moorhouse delivered texts by currently imprisoned writers and International PEN President, John Ralston Saul, gave a rousing appeal to the audience to reflect on the right to freedom of expression and the need for it to have an active advocate in PEN.  From our Management Committee, Debra Adelaide selected, edited and co-ordinated the texts and script for the evening, and briefed the writers before their recital.  Carol Dettmann and Gail Jones handled a barrage of signatories to our campaign letter following the event, and fielded many individuals interested in membership.  Debra and Carol Dettmann are currently working with the Sydney Writers’ Festival to recreate the vital atmosphere and gripping content of that event, this year.

The Painted Chairs

The Painted Chairs installation, exhibition and auction provided our major fundraising effort in 2010.  While the logistical reality of the project would make it difficult to repeat, it did bring us an injection of much-needed funds and significantly, it brought an audience of visual artists and art-lovers to PEN alongside the audiences of the Sydney Writers Festival.  It led us to consider Sydney PEN as advocating not only for writers and those who work with and care about writing, but also reflecting the right of all creative artists to free expression: we feel there remains a valuable audience for our cause in the wider arts community of Sydney.  This event also created a strategic model of an event that combined fundraising and profile raising in one.  Sandy Symons and I combined efforts on the exhibition and auction, with the in-kind support of numerous creative artists and friends of PEN.

As well as the Sydney Writers’ Festival, we staged an installation at the National Young Writers Festival in Newcastle, in October.  Debra Adelaide chaired a panel of war correspondents, and a student volunteer, Rachel Arthurell, co-ordinated Writers in Prison profiles for a series of writer portraits displayed at the Festival.  We have maintained a relationship with the Festival over the last three years and feel that it will continue to be a vital way of communicating our existence and purpose to a population of upcoming writers, editors and translators as well as young activists.

International PEN Congress – Tokyo

In September, Committee member Gail Jones and myself travelled to Tokyo to represent Sydney PEN at the annual International PEN Congress.  Personally, this was a wonderful opportunity to work closely with Gail, for which I feel privileged.  

We both found the experience of learning about PEN’s international activities and priorities to be invaluable in assessing our own centre’s objectives.  We were able to affirm our relationship with the International PEN Board, particularly John Ralston Saul and Eric Lax, and to learn more about its members and their areas of interest in representing PEN.  We were also able to meet centres unknown to Sydney PEN, and to discuss what connected our members and work.  As with International Chinese PEN and other Asian centres, some of these conversations led to actual project outlines; others gave us a sense of how diverse PEN centres are in who they focus on representing and who comprises their membership and management.  Finally, we put our voice forward on key issues and initiated congress dialogues including membership and profile raising.

We had a lot of fun and found that Sydney PEN, having missed the 2009 Congress in Linz, was warmly welcomed back into the community of centres as we found ourself “catching up” international friends with news of Sydney PEN colleagues and previous Sydney delegates.

Writers in Prison

The awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo and the subsequent oppression of his wife, Liu Xia, and Independent Chinese PEN members and supporters, brought international attention to the threat to freedom of expression.  Sydney PEN made a number of public statements about Liu’s case, including a collective media release with several centres in the Asia-Pacific region and an op-ed for the Canberra Times authored by the chair of our Writers in Prison program, Dr Chris Michaelsen.  This case continues to demand that Sydney PEN claims a public voice on current affairs and articulates for the Australian and regional community what is at stake when a peaceful writer or their work is obstructed.  With a now broadened international audience for news and action on dissident expression we need to continue to be a recognised spokesperson on these matters and find new outlets for making this happen.

Similarly, our centre has stepped up its role in active Writers in Prison research and resources.  With ongoing research into limitations on media freedom in Fiji established, we have planned this year to support the launch of a book by Fijian journalist and exile, Rahul Raju, The Death of Democracy in Fiji.  Raju was a source of PEN’s research into Fiji and will be donating a portion of his launch sales back to Sydney PEN.
Magazine

The scope of the Sydney PEN Magazine continued to grow in 2010, under the co-editorship of Vice President Sandy Symons and Committee member Susie Eisenhuth.  With the continuing support of UTS design and printing, they have created two great-looking and rich issues, including the spread on the Painted Chairs artists in the May 2010 issue, and new reports on Fiji and Vietnam in the November issue, released to coincide with the International Day of the Imprisoned Writer.  
Australian Writers Guild & NFPB

Underpinning each of these highlights of 2010, was our executive team at the Australian Writers Guild.  The past year was our first twelve months working with the AWG to execute our secretarial needs and project management.  Jacqueline Woodman, Natasha Ferguson and Karen Johnston have worked very hard to realise the current committee’s goals, and have provided ongoing advice and support during a period of major transition for PEN, from one executive officer to the resources of an established office.

We are very pleased to have agreed on a continued relationship with the Guild, increasing its services to a full secretarial, media and membership framework that will utilise the invaluable skills of the Guild staff and allow Sydney PEN’s Management Committee to focus on setting its objectives and assessing their progress.

The AWG will continue to work alongside Not for Profit Bookkeeping to manage PEN’s financial accounts.  NFPB have provided us with a year of sage and at times patient advice on keeping PEN afloat and laying a plan for prosperity over the next three years.  Between both services, PEN is in very good hands as we enter the new year.  The management nominees and executive team behind PEN in 2011 will take it to new places as a long-established centre and a perennially and globally relevant organisation.

Committee 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the work of the Management Committee.

It is with regret that, tonight, as our 2011 Management Committee nominations are presented, that I step down from the role of President.  Due to our shifting of Sydney PEN’s financial year in 2010, the majority of this Committee has remained in office for eighteen months – an unusually extended term that has allowed its challenges, objectives and needs to be worked out.  I have learnt a great deal from each of the individuals on that committee, and from it as a whole.  

I have mentioned the hard work of Debra Adelaide, Carol Dettmann and Gail Jones.  I would also like to note the ever-reliable commitment of Michael Fraser and Sandy Symons as Vice Presidents, assisting with decisions throughout the year and bringing to bear their professional networks and UTS and beyond.  The commitment and expertise of Chris Michaelsen working on our Writers in Prison program forms the heart of PEN’s work.  Peter Eichhorn has, once again, been a spirited and level-headed presence as Treasurer, and Simeon Beckett has brought legal expertise and a strong sense of governance as Secretary.  Susie Eisenhuth returned to the committee in mid-2010 and we were glad to have the addition of her editorial prowess and commitment to PEN’s ideals.  
Dr Bonny Cassidy, 19 February 2011
Writers in Prison Report 

1. Letter Campaigns

2010 was an active year for Sydney PEN’s Writers in Prison program. Over the last 12 months we have made representations with the Australian government as well as with a number of diplomatic representatives in Australia of countries in which writers and journalists have been killed, imprisoned or persecuted for exercising their right to freedom of expression as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and key international treaties such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

1.1 Activities / Cases

Some key intervention efforts by the Writers in Prison program have focused on cases in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the People’s Republic of China. In Vietnam, we have been particularly concerned about the cases of Le Thi Cong Nhan, Tran Khai Thanh Thuy and Pham Thanh Nghien. All three women have been persecuted for expressing support for dissidents and/or publicly criticising the Vietnamese authorities. Another case which has captured our continuing attention is the case of Father Ly. Although temporarily released from detention for one year for medical treatment after suffering from three strokes, Ly is still under house arrest and due to return to prison in March 2011.

In the case of China, we have made interventions in support of Nobel Peace Prize Winner Liu Xiaobo throughout the year. We also took up the cases of several Uyghur journalists and webmasters. In particular, we communicated our serious concerns about the fifteen-year prison sentence handed down to journalist and editor Hailaite Niyazi (aka Hairat or Gheyret Niyaz) on 23 July 2010. Niyazi, who was arrested in October 2009, was convicted on state security charges for his reporting on the July 2009 riots in Urumqi. He was taken from his home in Tianshan District, Tacheng Prefecture, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), on 1 October 2009. It is believed that his arrest stems from critical interviews given to foreign media following the unrest which broke out in Urumqi. The prosecution reportedly used as evidence essays written by Niyazi highlighting mounting ethnic tension in the region prior to the riots, and interviews he gave to Hong Kong media after the violence. Niyazi was convicted by the Urumqi Intermediate People’s Court on charges of ‘endangering national security’ on 23 July 2010 and is currently detained in Tianshan Detention Centre, Urumqi, XUAR. 

Three other Uyghur webmasters arrested in August 2009 were also reportedly given lengthy sentences in late July 2010 for material published on their Uyghur-language websites following the July 2009 unrest. They are: Dilsha Perhat, webmaster and owner of Diyarim, Nureli, webmaster of Salkin, and Nijat Azat, webmaster of Shabnam. The men were sentenced to five, three and ten years respectively for “endangering national security” in closed trials at the Urumqi Intermediate People’s Court. All three websites have been blocked. 

Other cases that have led to an intervention with the Chinese Ambassador to Australia include the detention of Zuo Xiaohuang, Liu Xianbin and Fan Yanqiong. Zuo Xiaohuang has already spent two years (2006-08) in a detention centre (“reeducation through labor”) on charges of “inciting subversion of the state power” for his online writings and reports on local rights defenders.  He was formally arrested again on 28 May 2010 on suspicion of “inciting subversion of the state power” and has since been held in the Detention Center of Santai County, Mianyang City, Sichuan Province. 

Liu Xianbin, a freelance writer and honorary member of the Independent Chinese PEN Centre, was detained in late June 2010 on suspicion of “inciting subversion of the state power”. A week later on 5 July 2010, he was formally arrested, and on 21 July 2010, his case was handed over to the Procuratorate with a police recommendation for prosecution on inciting subversion of the State power. The accusation was based only on his alleged publication of eight articles on several overseas e-journals. 

Fan Yanqiong has been detained since 26 June 2009. She was recently sentenced to two years imprisonment on defamation for writing and posting online an article based on a testimony of a petitioner Lin Xiuying that highlighted the efforts of local police officers and prosecutors to cover up the criminal acts related to the death of her daughter, Yan Xiaoling, in Mingqing County, Fujian Province. Yan Xiaoling had allegedly been gang-raped before her death. Among eight suspects detained for defamation, Fan and two activists were prosecuted for the same charge of false accusations, but convicted on defamation. Fan has been held at No. 2 Detention Center of Fuzhou City, Fujian Province. It has been reported that she was tortured while in detention. Fan also suffers from kidney, high blood pressure and heart diseases but has been denied medical parole and forced to appear in court in a wheelchair and with oxygen supply.

Other campaign efforts have focused on cases in Mexico, Nepal, Syria and Kyrgyzstan. We have made representations to the Mexican Ambassador to Australia in relation to the killing and disappearance of several Mexican journalists. Similarly, we have contacted the Nepalese Ambassador regarding the death of publisher and media entrepreneur Arun Singhaniya who was shot dead on 1 March 2010. Singhaniya was one of several journalist to be killed in Nepal this year, and many others have reportedly received death threats. We have also expressed our concern about the detention in Syria of writer Raghdah Sa’id Hassan, on 10 February 2010.  Raghdah Sa’id Hassan after writing her critical first novel entitled ‘The New Prophets’. Finally, we sent interventions to the Kyrgise authorities in relation to the prisoner of conscience Ulugbek Abdusalamov. In his case we were particularly alarmed that the authorities were not providing Abdusalamov with adequate medical assistance.

1.2 Response and Impact

It is difficult to ascertain whether the letters had any sort of impact. As far as responses are concerned, Sydney PEN only received a reply from the Prime Minister’s office in relation to the representations made in the case of Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo. I recommend that the Management Committee and other interested parties review the Writers in Prison program and explore its future campaign strategy and activities. I also recommend exploring whether it is possible to recruit a number of volunteers who could form a “monitoring team”. This team could identify and select certain cases which could be monitored throughout the year, and campaign activities could be organised around these cases. At present, a sustained campaign effort is hindered by a lack of human resources.
2. Submission Australia-China Bilateral Human Rights Dialogue 

Sydney PEN was invited by the Department of Foreign Affairs Trading to make a submission to the thirteenth Australia-China Bilateral Human Rights Dialogue to be held in Beijing in mid-September. The submission was compiled on behalf of the centre by the Dr Chris Michaelsen, and secretary, Simeon Beckett.
3.UNSW Law Faculty Interns

In 2010, Sydney PEN entered into an agreement with the Faculty of Law of the University of New South Wales to host students as interns. Students can complete internships at Sydney PEN and receive credit towards their (postgraduate) degree. So far, two students have taken up the internship, Fatemeh Moosavi and Alison Martin. Both have worked on a research report on freedom of expression in Fiji. It is envisaged that future interns contribute to the Writers in Prison Program by assisting in monitoring cases in the Asia-Pacific region.

Dr Chris Michaelsen, 17 February 2011
PROPOSED SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
The Committee proposes the following resolutions are to be passed as special resolutions:
1.
Membership
Old Provision
“3(1) 
the person is a writer, editor or translator, qualified by reason of literary merit or body of work and subscribes to the Statement of Objects of the Association which incorporates the Charter of International PEN;”
Proposed New Provision
“3(1) 
the person is a writer, editor or translator, qualified by reason of literary merit or body of work or is interested in freedom of expression and subscribes to the Statement of Object of the Association which incorporates the Charter of International PEN;”
Resolution: That the Rules are amended to incorporate the proposed new provision.

2. 
Voting by Email
Old Provision
“35(2)
All votes must be given personally or by proxy but no member may hold more than 5 proxies.”

Proposed New Provisions
“35(2) 
All votes must be given personally, by email received by the Secretary or by proxy but no member may hold more than 5 proxies.

“35(5)
All votes made by email must be received by the Secretary 24 hours before the meeting.”

Resolution: That the Rules are amended to incorporate the proposed new provision.

3.
Public Officer
Old Provision
“19 
Secretary

(1)
The secretary shall be the public officer of the Association.”

Proposed New Provision
“19 
Secretary and Public Officer
(1)
The public officer shall be appointed by the committee from time to time.”

Resolution: That the Rules are amended to incorporate the proposed new provision.

4.
Membership Fees
Old Provision
“(1) 
An ordinary member and an associate member of the Association must, on admission to membership, pay to the Association a fee of of $1 or, if some other amount is determined by the Committee, that other amount.

(2) 
In addition to any amount payable by ordinary members and associate members under clause (1), a members of the Association must pay to the Association an annual membership fee of $2 or, if some other amount is determined by the Committee, that other amount:

(a) Except as provided by paragraph (b), before 1 January in each calendar year, or

(b) If the member become a member on or after 1 January in any calendar year – on becoming a member and before 1 January in each succeeding calendar year.
(3)
Subscriptions from new members joining in the last quarter of any year shall cover the period to 31 December of the following year.

(4)
Life members and honorary members shall not be liable to pay any fees and subscriptions.”

Proposed New Provision 
“(1) 
A member of the Association must pay to the Association an annual membership fee (determined by the Committee):

(a) on becoming a member; and

(b) before the elapse of 12 months from the date of joining for each succeeding year; or

(c) at a time nominated by the Treasurer.
(2)
An annual payment by a new member shall cover the period of 12 months from the date of joining, unless otherwise determined by the Treasurer.

(3)
Life members and honorary members shall not be liable to pay any fee or subscription.”

Resolution: That the Rules are amended to incorporate the proposed new provision.

6.
 Legislative Changes
Resolution: that all references in the association’s rules to the Associations Incorporation Act 1984 and its provisions are replaced by reference to the Associations Incorporation Act  2009 and equivalent provisions.

Simeon Beckett, Secretary, 28 January 2011
