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Re: Lu Van Bay, imprisoned writer and activist
To whom it may concern,
I am writing on behalf of International PEN's Sydney Centre to express our deep concern about the four-year sentence handed down to activist and Internet writer Lu Van Bay on 22 August 2011 solely for the peaceful expression of his views. We ask the Australian Government to join Sydney PEN and PEN International in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of Lu Van Bay and all those detained in Vietnam in violation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Vietnam is a signatory. 

Lu Van Bay, aged 59, is a prominent pro-democracy activist and a prolific internet writer. In his writing he focuses on social and political issues including freedom of expression and the press. He has contributed to a number of websites such as Dan Chim Viet (Vietnamese Birds), Doi Thoa (Dialogue) and To Quoc (Fatherland). According to information supplied by International PEN, Lu Van Bay was arrested at his home by police on 26 March 2011, who also seized his computer and several of his articles. In August 2011 he was sentenced to four years in prison and three years of house arrest after a half-day trial under Article 88 of the Vietnamese Criminal Code for “conducting propaganda against the regime”. He was charged specifically for ten articles he posted on various overseas Internet sites over the last four years, which called for the end of one-party rule in the country and the introduction of a multi-party system.   

Sydney PEN has serious concerns about the large numbers of dissidents and internet writers sentenced to long prison terms in Vietnam since its government began a concerted crackdown on freedom of expression in October 2009. Please join with me and members of Sydney PEN in calling on the Vietnamese authorities for the immediate and unconditional release of Lu Van Bay and all those detained in Vietnam in violation of Article 19 of the ICCPR.  

Yours sincerely,

Member, Sydney PEN
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