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Media release

6 June, 2010
ARTISTS CHAIRS GO UNDER THE HAMMER TO HELP WRITERS

Twelve of the 15 chairs painted by Australian artists were successfully auctioned at the Ken Done Gallery last night to raise money for PEN, the global writers' organisation. 

Sydney PEN President Bonny Cassidy said chairs by Reg Mombassa, Ann Thomson, Garry Shead and Elisabeth Cummings were still up for sale. 
“I believe the hand painted chairs bespeaking messages of hope, perception and a call to arms, will be sold within the next week so anyone interested needs to move quickly,” she said.

“Interested buyers should contact Sydney PEN for more information on 1300 364 997.”

The sale of the artworks will enable PEN to establish a new three year project facilitating the cross-exchange of translators between Australia and neighbours such as China, Japan and Vietnam.

Peter FitzSimons, guest MC, spoke of his passion for free voices in the press. Charity auctioneer, Michael McCaffery gave a rousing turn as a provocative auctioneer intent on drawing the best out of the crowd of strong PEN supporters and Sydney literati.

“Phones were running hot as bidders called in from outside Sydney,” Bonny said.

The 15 artists are: Reg Mombassa, Cressida Campbell, Elizabeth Cummings, Ken Done, Michael Fitzjames, Nicholas Harding, Jasper Knight, Matthew Martin, Delma Montesin, Bruce Petty, Silke Raetze, Ann Thomson, John Shakespeare, Garry Shead and Gria Shead. 

Media contact:  Bonny Cassidy  0417 252 004
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