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20 February 2010

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP

Prime Minister

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Fax +02 6273 4100

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you about Sydney PEN’s newest Honorary Member, Chinese dissident writer Liu Xiaobo. He is a former President and Board member of Independent Chinese PEN Centre. On 25 December 2009 Liu Xiaobo was sentenced to eleven years in prison, convicted of ‘incitement to subversion’. On 11 February it was reported that Liu Xiaobo’s appeal had been rejected by a Beijing court.

PEN demands the immediate and unconditional release of Liu Xiaobo and all those detained in violation of Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which China is a signatory.

Prime Minister, I am urging you to take direct action through intergovernmental and diplomatic channels and to ensure our Ambassador, Dr Geoff Raby, makes a direct approach to Chinese officials requesting Liu Xiaobo’s immediate and unconditional release.
Many thanks,
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